. Australian Government

Budget 2019-20

Department of Veterans’ Affairs

ENERGY ASSISTANCE PAYMENT

(Cross-portfolio measure)
This measure provides $17.4 million for a one-off Energy Assistance Payment to eligible
clients to assist with energy bills.

A one-off payment of $75 for single recipients and $62.50 each for partnered recipients will
be paid prior the end of the 2018—19 financial year.

There will only be one Energy Assistance Payment per person.

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

This measure will assist with power bills and cost of living expenses.

WHO WILL BENEFIT?

More than 225,000 recipients will receive the payment including:

e Disability Pensioners including those receiving above general rate payments

e  War Widows and Widowers

e Permanent Impairment Payment recipients including those who have received
a lump sum

e Wholly Dependent Partners

e Veteran Payment recipients, and

e Service Pensioners.
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Additionally, Age and Wife Pension recipients paid by the Department of Veterans’ Affairs
will also receive the payment.

DATE OF EFFECT

Eligible clients as at 2 April 2019 will receive the payment prior the end of the 2018-19
financial year.

HOW MUCH WILL THIS COST?

$17.4 million over two years from 2018-19 to 2019-20.
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