
 

 

 

 

Assistance For Veterans Prescribed Anti-Malarial
Medications 

 

This Budget measure delivers health assessments for veterans who used mefloquine or 
tafenoquine during service and are concerned about its possible impact on their health.  

The Government is committing $2.1 million to this measure which will deliver a national 
program of comprehensive health assessments for veterans. This will allow for 
identification of service related illness, disease and injury. Where appropriate, the veteran 
will be referred for further specialist assessment, treatment and support, including 
potential referral to the Open Arms – Veterans and Families Counselling Neurocognitive 
Health Pilot.  

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? 

As acknowledged in the Senate Inquiry report, many of the individuals who have taken 
these medications are unwell and have complex health needs.  The Senate Inquiry Report 
and Government Response can be accessed at the Australian Parliament House website:  

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Def
ence_and_Trade/Mefloquine  

These health checks will provide those who are concerned with the opportunity to discuss 
and have their health assessed by a clinician with an awareness of the complex conditions 
with which some veterans may present. 

WHO WILL BENEFIT? 

Health assessments will be available for any ex-serving Australian Defence Force member 
who took the anti-malarial medications mefloquine and tafenoquine during their service.  

To register interest in accessing a health assessment, veterans can contact 
1800 MEFLOQUINE (1800 633 567), DVA’s designated phone line for enquiries, including 
available support, non-liability health care and the claims process.   

DATE OF EFFECT 

This initiative will be implemented from 1 July 2019. 

HOW MUCH WILL THIS COST? 

$2.1 million over four years from 2019–20 to 2022–23. 
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ASSISTANCE FOR VETERANS PRESCRIBED ANTI-MALARIAL MEDICATIONS 
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