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Take up the stories
Stories 7 & 8

Ron Wall's story

When we came out of the prisoner
coanp info England we were
rental. There was no way in

the world that we could sit domwn
and talk to a cinlian. We didnt
Rnow — they started tolking about
what 7%@17 went throngh — we just
got bored and we'd turn and walk
anway).

Writing exercise

Think of a time when you might have had trouble
relating to someone.

Take this memory and Ron Wall's words and create
a short play where characters speak to each other
but cannot hear the other's words.

Class activity

Two students role play a situation between a
returned POW and a civilian.

The class listens and then discusses
communication and how difficult it might be
to relate to someone whose experiences are
unimaginable to you.
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Tom
Pledger's
story

Counselling...?

We never had

a counsellor.

Strawght of f the

boat, discharged

and thot was (7

Nobodg worried

about it Go to a doctor, ffrw? have
got no tdea what was wrong. They
had rno (dea what we went through.

Discussion topics

We now understand a lot more about post traumatic
stress and how to deal with it.

When Athol ‘Tom' Pledger returned home the
expectation was that soldiers would just put the war
behind them and get on with their lives.

What does this story reveal about the difficulties
some POWs must have faced when they returned
home?

What would be an appropriate way to support
soldiers like Pledger when they returned home?

Think about Tom Pledger's complaint about not
getting any counselling as a returned POW. Do

you agree with his view that a doctor could not
empathise because they could not imagine what the
prisoners went through?

Explain why Pledger was angry with doctors. Do you
think he was justified in his anger?

Do you think 'not talking about it' was the best advice
for returned POWs?

Some well-meaning people welcomed the POWs
back in unsuitable ways. Explain, for example, why
getting former POWs off a boat in Darwin and putting
on a dance for them might not have been the best
approach for integrating them back into civilian life.

Research the way POWSs would be assimilated back
into society today. What processes have changed?



- Worksheet 2

Lessons learned:
I wouldnt have rssed a ninute of iF

If I had known what | was going into | wouldn't have
had the guts to face up to it but having done it, |
wouldn't have missed a minute of it. What | learnt
and, you know, the friendships and all those things
are absolutely invaluable. — Rowley Richards

... Some fellas have got it, some fellows havent,
and | think that is the only reason why | am telling
you stories today because you
were determined that they
weren't going to beat you.

And you have got some funny
determination thing, now that
I'am an older man and I think
back a little bit, | probably had
that determination all the

way through. But as long as
you rule your determination
with gentleness you can fit in
society, and that is what | have
tried to do.

- Bill Coventry

I'think it was a learning period of my life, you learned a
lot about life, you learned a lot about the human side of
it, you learned a lot that people can put up with a hell of
a lot and still stay alive, people can put up with a hell of
a lot and still be human to one another. — Fred Skeels

What are the main messages that Rowley Richards,
Bill Coventry and Fred Skeels are trying to convey?

Sydney, NSW 1945. Ex Australian prisoners of war wave from the windows of
the bus which took them to the Royal Agricultural Showgrounds after arriving
at Central Station from Brisbane.

AWM112906

AWM121234

Sydney, NSW 1945.
Ex prisoners of war,
Private A Malcolm;
Private A Bruce

and Private T Male,
waving to the crowd
on the wharf at
Circular Quay from
alifeboat aboard
the troopship, SS
Mauretania, as the
vessel moves slowly
in to tie up.
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Review

List the personal attributes
that the prisoners of war
showed during their time
in captivity and in their
lives following their release.

How does this chapter
of the DVD help you
understand the difficulty
many POWs had settling
back into civilian life after
the end of the war?

Design the front page of a
national newspaper for the
day the Second World War
ended in the Pacific,

15 August 1945. Locate
some appropriate photos

for the front page. Make sure
you write an original news
story reporting the end of
the war and include

a separate interview with

the Prime Minister of the day.
Use A3 paper and display the
stories in the classroom.

)
i
=
rm
=

Find out as much as you

can about the role of nurses
during the Second World
War. Write a report about
their experiences as POWs
and illustrate their stories
with images you find in your

research. }
This is Bill Coventry talking 1
about his release from Changi: -
. Y 1945 Sister Jess Doyle, of 2/10th Australian General Hospital sitting up in a
(4} [ C
A a1h ﬁrsf haust hospital bed after her release from Belalau, a Japanese prisoner of war camp
that was /9/&117@0/ over the loud outside Loebok Linggau, Sumatra. She had been aboard the Viyner Brooke

’ when it was sunk by the Japanese on 14-02-1942 two days out of Singapore.
speakers was Dont Fence Me In. v g 9o

/31'149 Cros‘bg sthgtng Don? Fence Me
In. I have a/wwys thought that bloke

that did that had the riost wonderful
sense of Aurour.

Think about the songs you know that might be

appropriate. What would be the first song you'd play
to newly released POWSs? Justify your choice.
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Worksheet 3

The families at home Create a diary entry for what a wife might write after
receiving her first phone call from her husband after

What qualities do you think the wives of returning POWs i )
his release as a POW and return to Australia.

needed?

Imagine that your father has just returned from a
Explain the role wives might play in helping former prisoner of war camp. After listening to the stories
POWs to settle back into civilian life. of the men in this chapter of the DVD compose a talk

you could give your class about your father’s return.

How might the wives and families of POWs cope with

the changes in behaviour displayed by their men? What did you choose to talk about and what elements

did you keep private?
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Reflection

Discuss the suggestion that all POWs share a
common bond that remains after their release.

8 OIdO1

Consider the impact freedom and repatriation
(coming home) had on POWs. Use the experiences
of the men and women interviewed on the DVD and
write a list of recommendations on how to deal with
repatriating former POWs.

Did soldiers returning from later wars, such as
Vietnam, receive better counselling services than
those from the Second World War? Research this
question and present your findings.

If you were to design a repatriation program for
former POWs for a future conflict, what issues would
you need to consider?
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Yokohama, Japan. 1945. Some Australian ex-prisoners of war (POWs) having their first shower in years as they go through ‘processing” at the Yokohama
shipping docks. Most of these men of the 8th Division were made prisoners after the surrender of Singapore.
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